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North-South Dimension of ‘Reading” Commercial Films:
An international audience study using commercial films on conservation
of rainforests and biological diversity

Kohsaka, Ryo

The conservation of rainforests are contentious issue between the
developed and developing countries. This collision or so-called “north-
south problem” provides us with a unique opportunity to explore the
different perceptions of the same environmental awareness raising
material by different groups from north and south. First, the paper
reviews the history of environmental politics and treaties, as general
background. In the review, the shift in the dialogue arena is highlighted,
moving from “east-west” dimension under the cold war to the “north-
south” dimension. As an empirical enquiry, a set of Japanese and
Indonesia students groups is asked to watch a commercial film (CM)
describing rainforests and biodiversity. The group was then asked to give
suggestions to improve the CM from their point of views. Both audience
groups were asked to discuss within the group participants on the film

and the topic. Based on content of the discussion, the perceptions of two
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audience groups were examined. The CM was broadcasted in the 1990s
as an environmental awareness-raising advertisement. This film from
the 1990s is contained in the CM archives at the International Research
Center for Japanese Studies. The results from the two groups indicated
that the Japanese had perception that the conservation of the rainforests
and biodiversity was natural and pros and cons were not discussed.
Rather than discussing the contents, or north-south dimension, the
discussion focused on experience of watching CM in the classroom.
Alternatively, suggestions were made to include on-going negative events
and threats to the rainforests from the Indonesian groups. It was implied
that the CM did not reflect the “reality” from their perspectives. In
conclusion, the perceptions of the CM reflected the political grounds of
the two groups. Furthermore, it was demonstrated that the CM is useful
material to stimulate group of people to initiate dialogues and discussions
on political and culturally sensitive issues. The results indicate the
potential of the CM for contributing to the explorations of audience in

different cultural settings.

Key Words: Rainforests, Audience Sutdy, Commercial Films, Japan,

Indonesia
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