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Living on Boats in a Settlement-Oriented Society:

Lianjiachuan Yumin Living Multiple Management Systems
in Southern Fujian, China

Miyoko FUJIKAWA*

Chinese boat-dwelling people, like other nomadic people of the world,
live in a settlement-oriented modern society where there are multiple
management systems imposed upon them by the nation-state like a watchful
net. This article will focus on the Lianjiachuan Yumin people in the southern
part of Fujian province. It aims to describe their way of living that can be
called a “nomadic attitude” through a description of their everyday lives
that sways between the desire to purchase a residence on land and the hope
of maintaining their boat-dwelling lives.

Contrary to the schema of “nomadic people seeking free movement vs.
nation-state enclosing people in the land” as seen in nomadic people studies,
in the 1960s, Lianjiachuan Yumin people expected the “settlement on the
land” to be a conquest of uncertainties: the inevitable danger and poverty
associated with living on a boat and in fishing, and to obtain a future similar
with land-dwelling people. However, these days, “settlement on the land”
is causing unexpected new uncertainties for them. Although they do not
declare it themselves, for the Lianjiachuan Yumin people, settling on the
land will completely tie their lives to the land As many of the households
try to avoid permanently settling on land, they make efforts to build social
relationships on both water and land, and open living spaces on the water.

On the other hand, their lives on water and land cause them to face forced
eviction and severe restrictions on sailing due to certain factors. These
include urbanization plans intended for economic gain, beautification, and
national risk management policies that aim at marine protection, security
maintenance, and national defense. Through the observation of their daily
lives, we can distinguish one attitude they share. They carefully judge which
areas of the management system will put them at a disadvantage; this leaves
them vulnerable to the nature of the ocean which is full of uncertainty,
considering the cramped controlled society while living on boats.

Keywords:
China, boat-dwelling people, settlement on the land, risk management,
uncertainties
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