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Lifeworld for “multi-ethnic symbiosis”: Political narratives in the Slovak-Hungarian
multi-ethnic region

Yuko Kambara

This paper examines the Hungarian minority in the Slovak Republic. More than half a
million ethnic Hungarians live in the Central European country of Slovakia, accounting for almost
10 percent of the national population. The relationship between the Slovak majority and the
Hungarian minority is often seen as hostile. The media frequently portrays political unrest between
the ethnic minority and majority. However, previous studies on the local multi-ethnic area and the
results of the author’s interviews with community elites, show the existence of a strongly shared
local narrative of “multi-ethnic symbiosis.”

The aim of this paper is to discuss the power of the lifeworld, a concept developed by
Jurgen Habermas, which was constructed using the shared idiom of “multi-ethnic symbiosis”. This
paper analyzes how to use the idiom of “multi-ethnic symbiosis” among Slovak and Hungarian
community elites. According to Ludwig Wittgenstein’s “language game”, even if inhabitants who
hope to live in a peaceful multi-ethnic area do not share the correct meaning or image about
“multi-ethnic symbiosis”, they can communicate with each other. This communication, which was
formed by the “language game”, constructs a common lifeworld in the multi-ethnic area. Lifeworld
has the potential to overcome the negativity from outside this community and help to make new

policies adjust to the reality of the multi-ethnic area.

Keywords
policy, ethnic minority, multi-ethnic symbiosis, lifeworld, language game
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