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LENTHH-> T, 295 LESEOBROEEEH 5 A
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2 EOBREELET MoV, SEIERERS
BHo, INHPFMEAFEOR TORFEERLT S C
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v, HEHEOIZaAY =) ZALPLT VY =1 XL
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On the Difficulty of Defining Tourism:

From Deconstruction of the Concept to Description of the Marginal

Takeya YOSHIDA*

At the beginning of the introduction of Hosts and Guests: The Anthropology of Tourism, the first
collection of anthropological theses on tourism, the editor Valene Smith states “Tourism is difficult
to define.” This article is intended to the theoretical considerations on the difficulty of defining
“tourism.”

Rojek and Urry view tourism is a term waiting to be deconstructed. Probably that which they
want to indicate is that the more we try to clear up what tourism is, the more we find out the
différance or divergence in the question. Therefore, a lot of tourism researchers deliberately omit
defining the concept of tourism on the grounds of, for example, the interdisciplinarity of tourism
studies and the comprehensiveness or rapid change of tourism phenomena. Yet, other researchers
express disapproval of such standpoints as them to advance tourism research without defining the
concept. I think Smith’s standpoint might be near to the latters, for she defines a notion of tourism
at the following part of the introduction despite the above statement.

In this article, I try to critically examine not only Smith’s but also several other researchers’
discussions on the definition of tourism to reconfirm the difficulty of defining the concept, i.e.
reducing the implication of the concept to the bundle of some essential propositions, thence to
investigate three theoretical or methodological possibilities beyond the discipline of tourism
studies, which might enable us to deal with the concept of tourism without defining it. In
conclusion, I argue that it is important to turn toward description of tourism phenomena, especially

the marginal of them, rather than toward deconstruction of the concept.

Keywords
defining tourism, undefining tourism, theory of middle range, paradigm shift, description of the

marginal phenomena

* Nanzan University
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