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The Objectification of Aging in Anthropology:
Appearing and Living Aging

Ayano SUGANUMA*

In anthropology, which was developed in the latter half of the nineteenth century, it is only
relatively recent that the aging and the old aged have come to be treated as full-fledged research
subjects. However, since the end of the 20th century, anthropological research on specific cases of
the old aged has been steadily accumulating results, partly due to the aging of global population.

In anthropology, there are three perspectives on the subject of aging: (1) discussions in line with
anthropological research themes such as religion and kinship, (2) discussions that look at aging as a
social issue to be addressed, including the elderly who are caretakers, and, (3) discussions about the
diversity of aging in the context of each society and at the aging that individuals experience.

In the process leading up to these objectifications, there have been challenging attempts and
unceasing searches for answers to the changing conditions of all societies, including non-Western
societies, which have been the object of anthropological research, and to the questioning of post-
modern anthropological methods of setting and approaching the subject.

Furthermore, in recent years, there has been a tendency to approach local and specific cases, and
it is assumed that the multifaceted and multilayered approach to the reality of aging and the lives of
the elderly will be further enhanced.

On the other hand, excessive focus on individual cases may narrow the possibility of examining

the phenomenon of aging, which is universal to all people, thus requiring further exploration.

Keywords
Aging, old people, objectification, research history, anthropology and aging, elderly

* Nanzan University
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