The African Economic
Development Trajectory:
The Role of China, Japan

and Russia

Since independence, in the 1960s, most African
countries have been trying to promote economic growth
and development. In seeking to promote economic
development on the continent, African countries have
enlisted the support and cooperation of different
countries from the rest of the world, especially the
former colonising countries. In this seminar, we
specifically focus on the role of China, Japan and Russia
in Africa's development trajectory so far. These three
countries have played different roles at different times in
Africa's development journey. This seminar highlights
the different roles these three countries have played in
Africa's development approach, arguing that while Japan
has consistently followed the conventional international
donor model, the other two countries' engagement in
Africa's development has varied over time.
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