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The Formation and Development Dynamics of
E-Commerce Clusters in Rural China:

Based on A Case Study of Yiwu’s E-Commerce Village

Ruixue LI*!' and Yifei WANG*?2

With the spread of e-commerce, a new type of industrial cluster called “e-commerce villages”
(EC villages) has been forming in rural areas of China, based on online retailing. These rural
e-commerce operators are not only targeting the domestic market in China but are also actively
participating in cross-border e-commerce. The rapid growth of EC villages has contributed to rural
revitalization and significantly influenced the development of rural economies. This study focuses
on EC villages engaged in cross-border e-commerce, aiming to elucidate the dynamics behind the
formation and development of these e-commerce clusters. To explore the factors contributing to the
formation of e-commerce clusters in rural areas, field research was conducted in five EC villages
located in Yiwu City, Zhejiang Province, China. By understanding the actual conditions of EC
villages and building upon insights from existing research, the study analyzes the mechanisms
behind the formation of e-commerce clusters in rural areas.

The field research confirmed that the importance of related industrial foundations and basic
infrastructure aligns with existing research. Additionally, the study identified several key factors for
the formation of e-commerce clusters: logistics services that combine convenience and cost-
effectiveness, infrastructure tailored to e-commerce businesses, mechanisms for advanced
knowledge sharing and human resource development, and a business ecosystem that lowers the
barriers to entrepreneurship. Furthermore, the synergy effects generated among commercial
clusters, logistics clusters, and e-commerce business clusters in Yiwu were found to be critical in

promoting the sustainable development of regional industrial clusters.

Keywords

E-commerce, EC villages industrial clusters, China, rural areas, logistics
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Territory and Governance in the time of post place:

From the purchasing behavior of people who live beyond
the Japan-Taiwan border

Yohei FUJINO*

Post-place territoriality and governance: Transborder buying behavior of people who reside
between Japan and Taiwan

Following the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergence of online spaces that cannot be properly
situated within the real/virtual dualistic structure continues to grow. Drawing on the concept of
“post-place”, this paper considers how notions of territoriality and governance are reconfigured in
these new spaces. While territorial borders were formerly institutionalized under the framework of
the nation-state, their governance is being extended into an enclosed cyberspace, as seen through
the regulation of internet and smartphone services. At present, these two modes of governance, that
is, the governance of nation states enclosed by territorial borders and the governance of enclosed
cyberspace, exist simultaneously. This study examines how the buying behavior of people who
reside between Japan and Taiwan transcends national borders. It considers how nomads engage
with governance in post-places, sometimes accepting it, sometimes resisting it, and at other times
using it to their own advantage, to explore how contemporary modes of territoriality, governance,

and subjectivity are formed.

Keywords

electronic commerce, simulacre, non-place, communicative capitalism, nomadism

* Hokkaido University
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FFHBEEEERRUEIBREREALLE

HEO | WEL| okl | BEo
e we | B | s | B 7| s | B g | R RO o R

(%) % (%) | (%) | (%)
1922 (KIELL) 51,086 | 26,615 | 24,471 3,161 2,150 1,011 702 494 208 | 22.21 20.57 29.63 70.37
1923 (KIE12) 54,358 | 28,998 | 25,360 5,121 3,497 1,624 2,391 1,740 651 | 46.69 40.09 27.23 72.77
1924 (KIE13) 55,186 | 29,366 | 25,820 5,457 3,576 1,881 2,508 1,754 754 | 45.96 40.09 30.06 69.94
1925 (CKIE14) 56,294 | 30,100 | 26,194 7,330 4,990 2,340 3,894 2,814 1,080 | 53.12 46.15 27.73 72.27
1926 (FAFI 1) 57,466 | 31,020 | 26,446 8,298 5,440 2,858 4,351 3,036 1,315 | 52.43 46.01 30.22 69.78
1927 (HEF1 2 ) 58,816 | 31,743 | 27,073 9,831 6,269 3,562 5,132 3,454 1,678 | 52.20 47.11 32.70 67.30
1928 (HAF1 3 ) 61,086 | 33,003 | 28,083 | 12,281 7,838 4,443 6,615 4,509 2,106 | 53.86 47.40 31.84 68.16
1929 (AF1 4 ) 64,921 | 35,478 | 29,443 | 16,018 | 10,140 5,878 8,289 5,620 2,669 | 51.75 4541 32.20 67.80
1930 (FAF1 5 ) 69,626 | 37,929 | 31,697 | 19,629 | 12,105 7,524 | 10,176 6,482 3,694 | 51.84 49.10 36.30 63.70
1931 (HEF1 6 ) 73,027 | 39,965 | 33,062 | 22,663 | 13,905 8,758 | 12,227 7,774 4,453 | 53.95 50.84 36.42 63.58
1932 (HEF1 7 ) 78,457 | 43,338 | 35,119 | 28,291 | 17,409 | 10,882 | 15,942 | 10,263 5,679 | 56.35 52.19 35.62 64.38
1933 (HAF1 8 ) 82,252 | 45,318 | 36,934 | 32,214 | 19,484 | 12,730 | 18,212 | 11,391 6,821 | 56.53 53.58 3745 62.55
1934 (HEF19 ) 90,651 | 50,248 | 40,403 | 40,215 | 24,214 | 16,001 | 22,736 | 14,207 8,529 | 56.54 53.30 37.51 62.49
1935 (FAFI10) | 102,537 | 57,333 | 45,204 | 51,309 | 30,779 | 20,530 | 28,972 | 17,541 | 11,431 | 56.47 55.68 39.46 60.54
1936 (FAFI11) | 107,137 | 59,446 | 47,671 | 55,948 | 32,961 | 22,987 | 31,380 | 18,892 | 12,488 | 56.09 54.33 39.80 60.20
1937 (BEF012) | 113,277 | 62,862 | 50,415 | 61,723 | 36,276 | 25,447 | 34,237 | 20,237 | 14,000 | 55.47 55.02 40.89 59.11
1938 (FAFI13) | 122,969 | 69,264 | 53,705 | 71,141 | 42,356 | 28,785 | 41,201 | 25,095 | 16,106 | 57.91 55.95 39.09 60.91
1939 (FAFI14) | 129,104 | 73,412 | 55,692 | 75,286 | 45,186 | 30,100 | 45,701 | 28,021 | 17,680 | 60.70 58.74 38.69 61.31
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The Livelihood and War of South Seas Immigrant Women
from Okinawa:

A Gender Perspective

Jun KAWASHIMA*

In modern Japan, the population shift from Okinawa to the South Seas Islands was a social
phenomenon that emerged against the backdrop of international relations in the Asia-Pacific region
surrounding Japan, Okinawa, and the South Seas Islands, as well as Japan’s policy of governing
Okinawa and the South Seas Islands. This paper examines the characteristics of Okinawan-born
South Sea immigrant women in relation to Japan’s colonial rule and war in the Asia-Pacific region,
while clarifying the gender role division of labor based on the patterns and factors of travel,
economic activities, and life under the wartime regime of women who moved from Okinawa to the
South Sea archipelago. In doing so, by relying on the testimonies of immigrant women in the local
government histories of Okinawa Prefecture, we will clarify how individual and concrete
experiences have maintained colonial rule, war, and gender role division of labor.

In the series of processes of the formation, development, collapse, and downsizing of Imperial
Japan, women immigrants from Okinawa and the South Seas supported the maintenance and
expansion of Imperial Japan’s rule over the South Seas, whether they liked it or not, and at the same
time, their activities based on the division of labor and gender roles supported the government
policy and the conduct of war in the South Seas. At the same time, the government policy and the
conduct of war in the South Seas were supported by the activities of immigrants based on the
gender role division of labor. In addition, we can catch a glimpse of the fact that they were affected
directly or indirectly in their own lives, life and death by the division of labor based on gender
roles, as well as by the policies of governance and the conduct of war in Okinawa and the South
Sea archipelago. This is precisely the relationship between the division of labor and the conduct of

war and colonial rule.
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Gender, Imperial Japan, Okinawa, Micronesia, Colonies

* Okinawa International University
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Bridging the gap between the Study of Japanese Women’s
Literature during the Asia-Pacific War and
Area Studies for Vietnam:

Focusing on Two Vietnamese Actresses Featured in Michiyo Mori’s
Clear Skies over Indochina (Harewataru Futsuin).

Chihiro MIYAZAWA*

This paper analyzes Michiyo Mori’s descriptions of two Vietnamese actresses from the Cai
Luong theater featured in her work Clear Skies over Indochina (Harewataru Futsuin) to examine
her perspectives on Vietnam, Vietnamese women, and the limitations of those views. By this
analysis, | would try to bridge the gap between the study of Japanese literature written by women
writers who went to Southern Pacific area during the Asia-Pacific War and Area Studies for
Vietnam.

Mori met these actresses, Phing Ha (Trwong Phuong Héo) and Ai Lién during her visit to French
Indochina in 1942.

About Vietnamese literature, Mori understood that the Vietnamese people were struggling
between traditional thought and the Western ideas brought by Franch colonial rule, and she also
recognized that this would become a central theme in the new Vietnamese literature. However, she
believed that Vietnamese literature would develop under French guidance, denying the agency of
the Vietnamese people.

When watching Cdi Lwong performances by Phing H4 and Ai Lién, Mori focused on only
traditional elements and failed to grasp the dynamism of the fusion between traditional Vietnamese
theater and Western drama. She was unable to understand that Cai Luong theater, like Vietnamese
literature, was recognized as part of the “Vietnamese Renaissance” created by the agency of the

Vietnamese people.

Keywords
Japanese women going southward during the Asia-Pacific War, “South Seas Literature(Nanyo
Bungaku)” of Japan, Mori Michiyo, “Renaissance in Vietnam”, Actress of Cdi Luwong Theatre in

Vietam

* Nanzan University
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2022 The Woman Question during the Japanese Occupation
in Kikuko Kawakami’s and Tsuyako Miyake’s Philip-
pine Diaries (1943), Philippine Studies: Historical and
Ethnographic Viewpoints: 243-271.

The Roles of Women Writers
Dispatched to Southeast Asia

ZHANG Ya*

This paper examines women writers dispatched to Southeast Asian territories during the 1940s,

focusing on the roles expected of women writers based on their dispatch period, duration, and

activities. In particular, it analyzes two texts by writers conscripted to the Philippines in the 1940s:
Hito Nikki (Diary of the Philippines, Tohdsha, 1944) by Miyake Tsuyako and Firipin Kaiso
(Recollections of the Philippines, Self-published, 1984) by Kawakami Kikuko. The study explores

how the gendered division of labor in Japanese society at the time influenced these women writers’

experiences during a military inspection tour. Through this analysis, the paper highlights how

women writers were transformed—either by external pressures or through their own agency—from

“women writers” to “Japanese women” and ultimately to “housewives,” aligning with the dominant

political and gender power structures in the occupied territories. Furthermore, it reveals that in this

process, they were continuously engaged in re-evaluating their roles and reconstructing their

personal identities, navigating conflicts, constraints, and resistance. By examining these dynamics,

the study aims to elucidate the distinctions between these women writers in narrating war.

Keywords

Southeast Asia, Women Writers, War, the division of labor
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Taste of Young:

Sensorial and Social Consumption of the Chinese Youth

ZHANG Jinghong*

Taste has been popularly explored in two directions, one as a gustatory sensation, and the other
as an aesthetic standard and a symbolic social marker. Less has been said about the preferences of
taste in terms of differences in age. This paper explores the correlation between young people’s
preferences in gustatory sensation and the social realities they are confronting in contemporary
China. Research is based on ethnographic fieldwork in two southern Chinese cities: Shenzhen, one
of the first-tier.

Cities in China that promotes fast-speed work and life, and Chaozhou, a third or fourth-tier city
that is well-known for its slower life pace and traditional culture. Drawing on case studies about
youth consumption in milk bubble tea, coffee and pure tea, I ask why a certain kind of taste is
claimed to belong to the younger generation, and how young people interpret their consumption
choices. Inspired by Mary Douglas’ concepts of “physical body” versus “social body”, I aim to find
out the embedded.

Social meanings behind the taste among the young, in particular the Chinese young generation’s

concern with health, lifestyle, happiness, and worries.

Keywords

taste, milk tea, gongfu tea, senses, youth, Shenzhen and Chaozhou

* Southern University of Science and Technology
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Production of Puerh Tea in the Late Qing and
Early Min-Kuo Periods

Kazutaka NISHIK AWA *

In the Late Qing and Early Min-Kuo Periods, Yunnan’s establishment of the Haiguan ¥#E and
the development of transportation and communication infrastructure strengthened its ties with the
world economy and promoted free trade with foreign countries. Under these circumstances, Puerh
tea cultivation rapidly expanded from the six major tea mountains to the southwestern region of
Yunnan. This paper focuses on the expansion of Puerh tea production and consumption that
occurred during that period, and examines the factors that contributed to it.

Based on the historical records of the government officials who contributed to the development
of Puerh tea cultivation, this paper will explain the expanded cultivation areas and production
volume, clarify the consumption market and its consumption volume, and in relation to this, clarify
the actual situation of the logistics reform between the two regions and tea quality improvement.

Through the analysis of this paper, it is pointed out that (1) the introduction of modern
transportation systems made it possible to speed up logistics and reduce transportation costs in
response to the expanding market under the integration with the global economy, shortening the
time and economic distance between production and consumption areas and enabling regular
transportation, thereby supporting mass consumption, and (2) in order to meet market needs, the
cultivation and processing techniques that had been cultivated since the mid-Qing dynasty were
transferred to various regions, and the focus on the production of high-quality Puerh tea further
stimulated the demand for tea.

Finally, based on the case of Puerh tea exported to Tibet via the British Indian Empire, this paper
emphasizes that the process of Yunnan’s integration into the world economy at that time should not
only be viewed within the framework of Hong Kong via the Yunnan-Vietnam Railway H % [,

but also Yunnan’s economic ties to the west.

Keywords
Puerh Tea, Logistics, Technology Transfer

* Meiji University
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