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AEOHWIZ, BB A=y 7N 0% 19 f0 2 & FEBRI A & LTSN TE
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JeAavy b YA Erd, EARTIE TWR) LR
i 2 HIEGE T 2 A% (Simon 2004) ., &4t
PORMT T E LN DFy P =2 %FHL T
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Bhzav—md, ZOEFIVERDLEHT TV R
DEWIKIEIC ENZTFIEDO VT W22 R8I LTw
% LS (Vann 2006), L 7z2%> CIEMA (MRS )
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e DHib 2 R ICHAE U, SEHIEN 220D 2721006 O Tldkh{, BHPAEIC O W T oERESICNET 22 RIE L.
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S &b, MHEDERLDEHEREEFLOOMSED Y T
Ho, BOECHEMITEMTABEROZHO XL 2N,
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A “Sort of” Traditional Dress:
Rethinking Similar Goods and Middleman in Taiwanese Ethnic Market

Haruna TAMOTO#*

Using my research findings on the production and distribution of ethnic goods in Taiwan, this
paper reexamines the meanings of “similar goods” which are deemed inauthentic under the
intellectual property laws, as well as roles of middlemen, who have been assumed to be a profit-
driven merchant in their relations with producers and consumers. The Taiwanese government’s
reevaluation of indigenous culture since the 1990s has encouraged the revitalization of handicrafts
in indigenous villages, while at the same time promoted further spread of mass-produced ethnic
products such as ready-made clothes with similar appearance to hand-woven clothes. The
government has welcomed the rise of the ethnic market, but have also tightened restrictions against
“similar goods” by establishing an official system to separate authentic indigenous cultural products
from inauthentic similar goods, following international trend of enhancing intellectual property
rights. However, local people who are buying and selling ethnic goods do not necessarily share this
view. Drawing on anthropological studies of brands and fakes, as well as discussions of
interrelationships among tourism actors, this paper describes a reality that does not always exist in
a clear dichotomy of authentic or inauthentic, us-or-them, as experienced by those involved in

ethno-marketing in their daily lives.
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