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“Temporary Tattoo” through Bodily Displacement from
Everyday Life:

A Case Study of Japanese University Students’ Experiences in Taiwan

Sae MATSUSHIMA *

This paper examines the practice of “temporary tattoo,” nonpermanent body decorations that
mimic the visual appearance of permanent tattoos, among Japanese youth during short-term stays
overseas. It asks why practitioners choose to engage in this activity while abroad, rather than within
their home country, Japan. A rigid, self-evident causal link is often assumed between three factors:
temporary overseas residence, the creation of a non-routine environment, and the subsequent non-
routine practice of temporary tattoos. This study challenges this simplified premise by
deconstructing these components independently, and then reconstructing them through an
ethnographic analysis.

This paper draws on the experiences of four Japanese female university students who lived in
Taipei, Taiwan, for approximately one month. It considers their practice of temporary tattoos as a
case study for examining bodily displacement from everyday life. Despite their physical and spatial
distance from everyday life in Japan, the students’ use of temporary tattoos in Taiwan remained
constrained by the social norms and restrictions that they encountered and that they navigated daily.

The analysis argues that the practice of temporary tattoos, involving a physical relocation from
the sphere of routine, functions both as a distinct moment within non-routine experience and as a
mechanism for generating such experience. However, the study concludes that this practice is not
simply a product of the “extraordinary.” Rather, its very formation as a non-routine phenomenon is
shaped and defined by the ongoing and individual-specific “everyday life” of each practitioner.
Consequently, although the non-routine context and the practice of temporary tattoos are undeniably
closely interconnected, their relationship does not follow simple linear causality but instead reveals

a more complex configuration.

Keywords
Temporary Tattoo, Tattoo, Extraordinary, Disembedding

* Graduate School of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University
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