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Reconstructing Traditions as Relational Resources:
The Spring Kuraga in Okinawa

Miyuki SHIMABUKURO*

This study examines the spring known as Kuraga in Sobe, Yomitan Village, Okinawa, to analyze
the conditions under which traditions persist in situations where oral transmission appears to be
declining or discontinued. From the perspective of resource anthropology, traditions are not reduced
to the presence or absence of narrative; rather, attention is directed to the conditions under which
connections between people and the spring are formed, maintained, and reconfigured, including
everyday practices, material settings, and structures of social recognition. The analysis employs
three analytical perspectives: relational resources, structures of recognition, and conditions of non-
emergence. Through this framework, traditions are reconceptualized as configurations of relations.
Following World War II, access to Kuraga was restricted due to the U.S. military’s appropriation of
the settlement area, making the continuation of narrative transmission difficult. Nevertheless,
repetitive practices such as cultivation, cleaning, and prayer persisted, and the conditions sustaining
connections between people and the spring were partially maintained. In 2021, a ritual of water
offering initiated by the head of the local community association during a memorial service
constituted a new form of practice in response to historical experiences of drought, evacuation, loss,
and land seizure, marking a moment in which previously latent conditions were reconfigured. This
case demonstrates that even under institutionally constrained conditions of access, traditions are
maintained through the repetition of practice and the reconfiguration of enabling conditions. In this

sense, traditions are to be understood as relational resources.

Keywords

traditions, springs, relational resources, structures of recognition, non-verbal practices

* Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of the Ryukyus
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