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Territory and Governance in the time of post place:

From the purchasing behavior of people who live beyond
the Japan-Taiwan border

Yohei FUJINO*

Post-place territoriality and governance: Transborder buying behavior of people who reside
between Japan and Taiwan

Following the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergence of online spaces that cannot be properly
situated within the real/virtual dualistic structure continues to grow. Drawing on the concept of
“post-place”, this paper considers how notions of territoriality and governance are reconfigured in
these new spaces. While territorial borders were formerly institutionalized under the framework of
the nation-state, their governance is being extended into an enclosed cyberspace, as seen through
the regulation of internet and smartphone services. At present, these two modes of governance, that
is, the governance of nation states enclosed by territorial borders and the governance of enclosed
cyberspace, exist simultaneously. This study examines how the buying behavior of people who
reside between Japan and Taiwan transcends national borders. It considers how nomads engage
with governance in post-places, sometimes accepting it, sometimes resisting it, and at other times
using it to their own advantage, to explore how contemporary modes of territoriality, governance,

and subjectivity are formed.

Keywords

electronic commerce, simulacre, non-place, communicative capitalism, nomadism

* Hokkaido University
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