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Bridging the gap between the Study of Japanese Women’s
Literature during the Asia-Pacific War and
Area Studies for Vietnam:

Focusing on Two Vietnamese Actresses Featured in Michiyo Mori’s
Clear Skies over Indochina (Harewataru Futsuin).

Chihiro MIYAZAWA*

This paper analyzes Michiyo Mori’s descriptions of two Vietnamese actresses from the Cai
Luong theater featured in her work Clear Skies over Indochina (Harewataru Futsuin) to examine
her perspectives on Vietnam, Vietnamese women, and the limitations of those views. By this
analysis, | would try to bridge the gap between the study of Japanese literature written by women
writers who went to Southern Pacific area during the Asia-Pacific War and Area Studies for
Vietnam.

Mori met these actresses, Phing Ha (Trwong Phuong Héo) and Ai Lién during her visit to French
Indochina in 1942.

About Vietnamese literature, Mori understood that the Vietnamese people were struggling
between traditional thought and the Western ideas brought by Franch colonial rule, and she also
recognized that this would become a central theme in the new Vietnamese literature. However, she
believed that Vietnamese literature would develop under French guidance, denying the agency of
the Vietnamese people.

When watching Cdi Lwong performances by Phing H4 and Ai Lién, Mori focused on only
traditional elements and failed to grasp the dynamism of the fusion between traditional Vietnamese
theater and Western drama. She was unable to understand that Cai Luong theater, like Vietnamese
literature, was recognized as part of the “Vietnamese Renaissance” created by the agency of the

Vietnamese people.

Keywords
Japanese women going southward during the Asia-Pacific War, “South Seas Literature(Nanyo
Bungaku)” of Japan, Mori Michiyo, “Renaissance in Vietnam”, Actress of Cdi Luwong Theatre in

Vietam

* Nanzan University
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