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Julz E. Riddle
2022 The Woman Question during the Japanese Occupation
in Kikuko Kawakami’s and Tsuyako Miyake’s Philip-
pine Diaries (1943), Philippine Studies: Historical and
Ethnographic Viewpoints: 243-271.

The Roles of Women Writers
Dispatched to Southeast Asia

ZHANG Ya*

This paper examines women writers dispatched to Southeast Asian territories during the 1940s,

focusing on the roles expected of women writers based on their dispatch period, duration, and

activities. In particular, it analyzes two texts by writers conscripted to the Philippines in the 1940s:
Hito Nikki (Diary of the Philippines, Tohdsha, 1944) by Miyake Tsuyako and Firipin Kaiso
(Recollections of the Philippines, Self-published, 1984) by Kawakami Kikuko. The study explores

how the gendered division of labor in Japanese society at the time influenced these women writers’

experiences during a military inspection tour. Through this analysis, the paper highlights how

women writers were transformed—either by external pressures or through their own agency—from

“women writers” to “Japanese women” and ultimately to “housewives,” aligning with the dominant

political and gender power structures in the occupied territories. Furthermore, it reveals that in this

process, they were continuously engaged in re-evaluating their roles and reconstructing their

personal identities, navigating conflicts, constraints, and resistance. By examining these dynamics,

the study aims to elucidate the distinctions between these women writers in narrating war.
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Southeast Asia, Women Writers, War, the division of labor
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