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Production of Puerh Tea in the Late Qing and
Early Min-Kuo Periods

Kazutaka NISHIK AWA *

In the Late Qing and Early Min-Kuo Periods, Yunnan’s establishment of the Haiguan ¥#E and
the development of transportation and communication infrastructure strengthened its ties with the
world economy and promoted free trade with foreign countries. Under these circumstances, Puerh
tea cultivation rapidly expanded from the six major tea mountains to the southwestern region of
Yunnan. This paper focuses on the expansion of Puerh tea production and consumption that
occurred during that period, and examines the factors that contributed to it.

Based on the historical records of the government officials who contributed to the development
of Puerh tea cultivation, this paper will explain the expanded cultivation areas and production
volume, clarify the consumption market and its consumption volume, and in relation to this, clarify
the actual situation of the logistics reform between the two regions and tea quality improvement.

Through the analysis of this paper, it is pointed out that (1) the introduction of modern
transportation systems made it possible to speed up logistics and reduce transportation costs in
response to the expanding market under the integration with the global economy, shortening the
time and economic distance between production and consumption areas and enabling regular
transportation, thereby supporting mass consumption, and (2) in order to meet market needs, the
cultivation and processing techniques that had been cultivated since the mid-Qing dynasty were
transferred to various regions, and the focus on the production of high-quality Puerh tea further
stimulated the demand for tea.

Finally, based on the case of Puerh tea exported to Tibet via the British Indian Empire, this paper
emphasizes that the process of Yunnan’s integration into the world economy at that time should not
only be viewed within the framework of Hong Kong via the Yunnan-Vietnam Railway H % [,

but also Yunnan’s economic ties to the west.

Keywords
Puerh Tea, Logistics, Technology Transfer

* Meiji University
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