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What Does It Mean to Think with the Stars?:
Analog and Digital Interfaces

Akira GOTO*

This paper discusses the possibilities that arise when projection equipment for air-dome

planetariums shifts from analog to digital projection. Rather than addressing this issue at the

technical level, however, this paper traces the question back to its root. Are the celestial bodies that

humanity observes analog or digital? In other words, do we perceive stars and constellations as

analog or digital phenomena? More specifically, it examines what kind of perception constitutes the

basis for “constellations.” The conclusion is that we recognize celestial bodies by oscillating

between analog and digital modes. Consequently, the evolution of projection technology must be

understood as a technique that brings about new ways of perceiving the world by extending this

oscillation.

Keywords

Celestial bodies, constellations, cultural astronomy, planetariums, cognitive astronomy
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