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     In 1981, Fr. John Seland joined a volunteer organization called 
Rural Asia Solidarity Association.  The aim of the organization was to 
allow volunteers to experience living with a poor family in northeastern 
Thailand for a period of three weeks.   Later, having been invited by 
Divine Word Missionaries in the Philippines to have the same experience 
in that country, Fr. Seland then began to take volunteers there.  
Desiring to do more, in 1999, the volunteers began to build small 
schools and new classrooms in various parts of the country.  They also 
established and continue to manage six feeding programs for malnourished 
children.  During his lecture, Fr. Seland will share his experiences 
doing this kind of work over a period of, roughly, thirty-one years.
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