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Observing Materials in Museum: Some Aspects of Curatorial Activity

KIDA Ayumi

In 2000 the Anthropological Museum of Nanzan University acquired the collection made by the
members of three expeditions to Northwestern Thailand (1969 — 1974), organized by Professor
Yoshiro Shiratori at Sophia University, Tokyo. The collection includes cross-bows, the most popular
hunting tool among the Yao and the Meo, living in the mountain area of Thailand.

Among the cross-bow collection, there is a special one which seems to be useless as a hunting
tool; lacking a catapult, having extra parts unnecessary for hunting, and having too large arc.
The members of the expeditions did not notice such differences, since their purposes were quite
limited. By investigating the cross-bow, I realized that curators may have some good chance to
reveal another world of materials in museum, and also observe those materials with the purpose of
exhibiting to the public visitors, whose stand points are quite different from those of collectors in
the field.
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Building up Archives for ‘Studies of Archaeological Study’
Appendix: Supplement to ‘Compiling a Photographic List of
Archaeological Exhibits’

YOSHIDA Yasuyuki

There remain several materials on the archaeological study collected and/or composed by the
staff of the Anthropological Institute of Nanzan University (the former organization), or by students
who were acting in the Society for the Study of Cultural Anthropology. Since the staff of our
museum has been frequently changed and therefore the information was sometimes to be lost, it is
now difficult to estimate the value of such materials.

This report, based on the interview with Professor Emeritus Shoichi Hayakawa, informs each
material in order to build new archives for ‘studies of archaeological study’, hoping that we will

contribute to further investigations.
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Newly Registered Collection from New Guinea

HAYASHI Yu

This report gives a brief overview and some comments on the new registration of materials from
New Guinea, which we have carried out in 2007 and 2008.

Our collection from the area includes two major parts; the one was made by Professor H.
Aufenanger at Nanzan University who carried out fieldwork in New Guinea for more than twenty
years, the other by the members of the expedition organized by Nanzan University in 1964. The
latter materials, both archaeological and ethnological, which we newly registered during the last
couple of years, were given in 2005 by Professor Emeritus Shoichi Hayakawa, who had been among
the party in 1964.

During the registration process, I noticed that the anthropological fieldwork in New Guinea was
considered to be very important even in the 1960s, for the indigenous people there continued to
spend the primitive life which was expected to give some implications about the prehistoric lifestyle.

The materials also give some information about the aftermath of the Pacific War.
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Equinophobia among the Indigenous People of the Andes (1)

KATO Takahiro

There are a large number of studies on the Spanish conquest of the Inca Empire. Many of them
concentrate on the process and consequences of the event by focusing on politics, economy,
society and/or religion. Another aspect, however, focusing on the cognitive system of the people
concerned, may be adopted, since when the conquest occurred, both sides of people, knowing
nothing about each other, must have had specific feelings or thinking at the first stage of the
conquest. It seems therefore important to consider logics of thinking in historical studies.

In the first part of the serial article, I make a preparatory investigation of the ‘equinophobia’
among the indigenous people of the Andes, which can be found in ethnohistorical sources. Since
there seems no single study on the subject at the point, and since there exists no full edition of
historical documents specifically interested in horses, this article would be the first attempt to
investigate the ethnographical history of the same subject.

Horse was an animal unknown to the people of the Andes at the first stage of the conquest.
Before their coming to the Andean world, horses had already been introduced both in Caribbean
region and in Central America, and people living there were apparently terrified with them.
Conquerors realized that the fear of horse among the indigenous Mexican people could be used in
their project, and they actually did so. Following the conquest of the Aztecs, the conquerors tried
to use horses for the same purpose in the Andes.

The fear of horse among the people of the Andes continued even after the conquest itself had
been completed. Such feelings disappeared or changed from around 1560 onward, and such

phenomena seem to be a focus of this article.
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Another Way of Understanding Different Cultures:
Possibility of Visual Materials

SAGAYARAJ A.

This brief report gives an overview of our fieldwork in India, and points out the possibility of
visual materials to introduce anthropological studies.

From August 22 to September 4, 2008, twenty-four students of the Department of Anthropology
and Philosophy at Nanzan University and I carried out a fieldwork in a village located in Tamil
Nadu, India. On this occasion we observed not only the festival of the Virgin Mary which became
popular in this region, but also some changes of the society, which have occurred in the village
these years.

Following the fieldwork, we had a chance to exhibit photographs taken in the field at the
Anthropological Museum of Nanzan University. Unlike written materials (monographs, etc.) from
which readers may understand what the authors intended to describe, visual materials are rather
open to free perception, and it can be suggested that this type of representation would become

more useful for understanding different cultures.
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Continuity and Discontinuity of the Material Culture in the Central Andes:
Comparative Investigation of the Historical Paintings and Ethnographic
Photographs from the Tomoeda Collection

KAWABE Shinji

In March 2005, the Anthropological Museum of Nanzan University acquired a substantial
collection of ethnographic photographs from Dr. Hiroyasu Tomoeda, the Andeanist who has
been researching for more than 40 years. In order to make the best use of this massive collection
containing more than 40,000 photographs, we have been working on the project that aims to
convert them into a database of digital images since 2006. At the point reasonable progress has
been made on this project, with some problems that would be resolved in future. Last year the
Museum started to provide a part of the collection on the Website, and there have been accesses
exceeding our expectations.

Photographs from the Tomoeda Collection can be used for further studies from many aspects.
In the latter part of this paper, I make a preparatory investigation of the history of material culture
among farmers in the Central Andes by using both historical paintings and digital images from the
Tomoeda collection.

Farmers in the Central Andes now use three types of farming tools for digging the field: hand
plow (cuya), spade (chaquitaqlla) and traction plow (yunta). By comparing the photographs
from the collection with paintings made in the 17 and 18" centuries, some specific features can
be suggested which imply the continuity and discontinuity of the material culture. The study of
farming tools has already been carried out by George M. Foster in 1960s to some extent, though
the range of his study was rather limited. It is expected that the collection made by Dr. Tomoeda

will provide resources for further studies.
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Modern Commodities among the Museum Collection

OTSUKA Tatsuro

This brief report presents an aspect of the activity of the Material-Evaluation Committee of the
Anthropological Museum of Nanzan University.

The museum has acquired a large amount of modern commodities for the collection for many
years. A lunch box used in the 1970s, recently acquired from one professor emeritus at Nanzan
University, was newly accepted. The committee decided to accept this small item in order to show
that such a kind of material may imply some sort of physical action or behavior quite natural for

Japanese people, which can be a subject of folk studies.
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