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Reconsideration of the Latest Phase of the Jomon Period

OTSUKA Tatsuro

Academism cannot be free from the circumstance and political tendency of the period, and
Japanese archaeology was not exceptional especially from the 1930s to 1945. The main theory of the
Yayoi period at the time insisted that the culture based on the cultivation of rice ‘came from the west’,
namely from southern Manchuria. This clearly reflects the fact that the Japanese government estab-
lished Manchukuo (a ‘puppet government’) to achieve dominance on the continent; some Japanese
people were convinced by the thought that they had a good reason to ‘return’ to the home of their own
culture.

Sugao Yamanouchi, on the other hand, argued against the common view. Archaeologists on the
Yayoi period insisted that the origin of Yayoi pottery should be different from that of Jomon pottery,
and that there had been no clear relationship between them. Based on the study of Kamegaoka type
pottery (the later type of Jomon pottery originated in Tohoku), Yamanouchi suggests that there was a
systematic connection between those potteries. His understanding of the end of the Jomon period
also differed from that of the main stream; he denied a long time-lag among different regions. The
theory derived from the criticism on the main stream of archaeology on the Yayoi period ( Rokuji
Morimoto was the representative at the time). They argued that the culture of the Yayoi period
‘came from the west’, then gradually expanded to the east, so that they could contribute to the political
propaganda of the Japanese government. Yamanouchi clearly criticized such a standpoint, and his
scholarship should be appreciated. However, recent studies of the Jomon period do not seem to fully
recognize the importance of his study. This article, therefore, attempts to reassess the study of
Yamanouchi and then reconsider the latest phase of the Jomon period.

Yamanouchi explains his import-imitation theory as follows. Refined Kamegaoka type pottery had
dual influence on regions. He suggests that an example of the pottery was imitated both inside and
outside Kamegaoka culture area as ‘a masterpiece’; he supposed that people living in both culture
areas (Kamegaoka and non-Kamegaoka) were imitators of the refined pottery. According to Yama-
nouchi, different forms had already been established throughout Japan, and those who bearing diffe-
rent forms imitated Kamegaoka type pottery. He did not accept the hypothesis claimed by his
opponent that a lot of people moved great distance; he tried to explain the widespread Kamegaoka
type pottery by insisting on the movement of goods.

Yamanouchi’s theory is still important for our study. There is, however, some evidence against
his argument (potteries of different genealogy and ‘chimera’ type potteries found in Tokai and Kansai

area), and such evidence may lead us to establish different image of the latest phase of the Jomon
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period. Here I insist that the pottery was imitated by bearers of Kamegaoka type themselves,

implying that people’s long-distance movement was possible.
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Dogu from Hanawadai Shell Midden

YOSHIDA Yasuyuki

Two exhibitions were held at the British Museum and Tokyo National Museum from September
2009 to February 2010 with the same title in English: “The Power of Dogu’. One of the exhibits was
from the possession of the Anthropological Museum of Nanzan University. This dogu of great
antiquity, excavated from Hanawadai Shell Midden, is famous for its good condition, and we had many
occasions to publish photos of it.

This time we had a good chance to consider the dogu itself and the possibility of exhibition of dogu
at museum. To prepare for the loan, we made a further survey of the dogu in order to make precise
drawing and photos. Unfortunately, I could not look at the exhibition in London, but had a chance in
Tokyo. From the survey of catalogues of both exhibitions, I found that there are three perspectives
on dogu at museum; people may look at the dogu objectively, internalize the time and people of the
Jomon period by looking at the dogu, or look at visitors who are looking at the dogu in many ways. I

suppose that there can be further perspectives which would enrich the circumstance of museum.
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Trying to Reconstruct the Concept of Culture

SAKAI Shinzo

Criticism has long been directed against the concept of ‘society’ or ‘culture’, and it seems that
there is some movement among young scholars even to ‘abandon the concept of society/culture’ itself.
Here I will declare myself against such a movement. The practice theory originated from the
criticism of structural-functional anthropology, and the theory itself, developed through the studies of
Pierre Bourdieu, is persuasive to a large extent. It is, however, not acceptable to reduce all of the
social phenomena to the dimension of agent’s practices. A social phenomenon would belong to the
level above the practice, then difficult to grasp it as such. Durkheim and Weber, though from different
standpoints, tried to describe the ‘society’ as being phenomenon belonging to the meta-level of logical
types. The concept of culture should be the same, even though there had been some peculiar
problems derived from Eurocentric ideology. The influence of cognitive science and brain studies is
also problematic. I suppose it impossible to reduce the creativity of human beings to the ability of
cognition or the function of brain. As a ‘society’ cannot be reduced to the simple practice of agent, so
a ‘culture’ cannot be reduced to agent’s psychological/physiological dimension. Now is, I believe, the
time to reconstruct the concept of society/culture to understand human beings; complementary
concept would be helpful for the purpose. Then, how can we prepare for the challenge?

We have the ideal combination for anthropological studies at Nanzan University: Nanzan Anthro-
pological Institute, the Department of Anthropology and Philosophy, and the Anthropological
Museum. Using these resources, we recently started some minor, but concrete attempts focused on
the relationship between tools and motions. First, I, with my own students, tried to think about the
culture through the motion found in our lives. The motion of walking, for example, is restricted by
what sort of footwear we choose, and we usually choose our footwear according to circumstances:
walking shoes for ordinary life, dress shoes for ceremonies, and so on. It is apparent that dress shoes
are not convenient for running or jumping, but sound rhythmical (and suitable for ceremony) when we
walk on the flat and clean floor. This is the motion bearing the specific meaning in the specific
culture, and this cannot be reduced to each agent’s practice; we ought to think about the system of
society as a whole. The Study of motion, by applying some other theories like habitus of Bourdieu or
the concept of chaine opératoire, might give some clue for reconstructing the concept of culture. Two
other attempts were made in the Anthropological Museum. One was a special exhibition on how to
apply the collection of the museum, and another was a workshop for kids and parents by using a sheet

of paper. Each attempt was directed to find out our ability of making and using tools as human beings.
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Equinophobia among the Indigenous People of the Andes (2)

KATO Takahiro

This paper is the second part of the serial article concerning the attitude toward horses among the
indigenous people of the Andes. According to George Foster, the introduction of new cultural factors
depends on the situation if such factors are needed or not. Foster’s argument is too simple to be
accepted, and we may suggest that a new interpretation could be forged among those who newly
introduce such factors. With reference to the introduction of horses, the same thing seems to have
occurred among the indigenous people of the Andes.

The historical situation can be found in the Comentarios of Inca Garcilaso de la Vega (1539-1616)
and also in regional records (visita) made during the colonial period (since 1560s). Comparison
between those accounts will imply the change of attitudes among the people. Inca Garcilaso in his
Comentarios reports two types of people having direct contact with horses: servants of Spaniards
taking care of horses and craftsmen who made riding equipments. His accounts suggest that the
relationship between those people and horses was always passive; they could neither acquire nor ride
horses, and were just working to fulfill requirements of their Spanish masters. The socio-
psychological distance between ordinary people of the Andes and horses should be much greater.

The accounts of visita, on the other hand, show quite different situation. Since 1560s at the latest,
there were some indigenous people who positively tried to acquire and ride horses; they had different
mentality from those in the previous period. The Spanish rulers should have been cautious about
rebellion of the people, and they actually tried to control the use of horses. The rulers, however, did
not prohibit some people, who were pro-Spanish, from acquiring horses. Most of them were curacas
(chiefs), who had been elites of the society even before the conquest. Curacas, before the coming of
Spaniards, demonstrated their power by having the throne and wearing gorgeous clothes and orna-
ments. Now they were wearing Spanish clothes and riding horses in order to show their power. It
can be suggested that they, having lost their original device of power, tried to supplement it especially
with horses. The horse, first used by the Spanish conquerors, was regarded as being a hostile animal
for the indigenous people. A few decades after the conquest, the animal became the symbol of power
in the society. This, however, changed the power structure itself, and separated the curacas from

ordinary people in the colonial system of the Andes.
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The Corta Monte Ceremony of Carnival Fiesta in the
Central Andes

WAKABAYASHI Taiga

This paper centers on a carnival tree-cutting event called corta monte, now held in the whole region of
Peruvian coast and high Andes. The corta monte, which is so popular that carnival fiestas of many
localities are regularly accompanied by it, still has not been studied in full details from the anthropolo-
gical points of view. In the aim of complementing this deficiency of research, this study tries to
reconsider the characteristics or natures which corta monte assumes, and to position it in a broad
context of Andean culture. Some documented cases of corta monte, and my own observations of
carnival fiestas in a peasant community of southern Peru, suggest that this event shows considerable
degree of flexibility and dependence on the intentions of its sponsors. In other words, the corta monte
almost lacks cosmological or normative connotations which are found, for example, in some animal
fertility rituals of carnival season. Some preceding studies suggest that corta monte diffused to the
Peruvian Andes in the past six or seven decades. We can assume this flexibility and elasticity as an
important factor of its rapid diffusion, through a comparison of directly observed cases of corta monte

with ethnographic snapshots of mid ‘60s and late ‘70s.
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The Relation among Pastoralists and the Market in the Southern
Highland of Peru:
Activities of the Camel Fair and Associations

TORITSUKA Ayuchi

The purpose of this paper is to consider the change and the influence of relations among the
Andean pastoralists and the market. Living in the region of high altitude more than 4200 m above sea
level, the Huaylla Huaylla people dedicate themselves to herding two species of domesticated Andean
camelids: llama and alpaca. In recent years they have changed their pastoral management in re-
sponse against the market. In this paper, we attempt to analyze the relationship among the people
and the market by focusing two activities that the inhabitants of community practice: participation in
the camel fair, and organization of two associations.

A great demand for alpaca wool in the international market, especially white unicolor wool, urged
the pastoralists to improve camelids in the late 1970s. The people of Huaylla Huaylla also began to
improve their livestock in the late 1990s, as a response to this market demand. The inhabitants have
taken part in the camel fair to confirm animal’s improvement level, in addition, through the participa-
tion in the fair they try to access to the camel market recently.

In Huaylla Huaylla two associations have been organized since 2006, and they have tried to alter
an existing wool marketing system. One of two groups has made an attempt to classify wool into five
categories; as a result the people have come to be able to demand the price that corresponds to the
quality. And furthermore they began to negotiate directly with wool companies of Arequipa, not
through the merchant.

The last part of this paper we indicate that these two activities of the Huaylla Huaylla community
might resolve problems of Andean pastoralist. However, the community people still have some
problems as economic differentiation in the community, conflict about the membership of associations,

dilution of reciprocal relationship, and so on.
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