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Magic mirror in the Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology

AOKI Yutaka
NAKAYAMA Seiji
KUTSUNA Takahiko

This paper introduces the magic mirror collected in the Nanzan University Museum of
Anthropology. The detail of this mirror is unfortunately unknown because it was a donated object
from an individual. The mirror has a dual-structure in its design; a figure of 'Pine-covered area at
Miho (Mt. Fuji)’ as the back-design of mirror and another figure of "Welcoming approach of Amitabha’
cast inside of the mirror, with an inscription of the name of mirror-smith ’Supreme Tanaka
Iganokami’. The mirror has a high value from academic point of view, because of the figure of 'Pine-
covered area at Miho (Mt. Fuji)’ and its inscription of the mirror-smith.

Judging plainly from both the name of mirror-smith and the style of Mt. Fuji figure, the item seems
to have been made in the mid-17 th Century. This means that the mirror is a valuable item at this
point, because the precise date of magic mirrors in Japan is generally unknown.

There is, however, a difficulty in dating those magic mirrors. It was not uncommon to make
bronze mirrors by 'Fumikaeshi’ in later period; a new mirror was sometimes cast by using a clay-
mould from an old mirror, in which molten bronze was poured.

Concerning magic mirrors in Japan, further study is required on the date, purpose, the way of use

and the social background which are almost uncertain.
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On the Two Documentary Videos discovered at the
Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology

Toru Kamimura

Kobe City College of Nursing

The purpose of this paper is to explain and interpret the two documentary videos which were
found at the Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology recently. These videos were edited from the
records of the Nanzan University Research Team executed at the Kaironk Valley among Schroder
Mountains of East New Guinea Highlands fringe area (the present Western Highland Province, Papua
New Guinea) in 1967. The narration of the videos are talking about the Highlands mountain forest as
that “the mountains are covered with the thick tropical rain forest”. However this narration is not
correct, because the Highlands mountain forest is not the tropical rain forest, but also the
Lucidophyllus forest similar to the foot forest of Himalayan mountains, the Yun-nan primary forest of

South China, and the primary forest of West Japan.
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Clay imitation of bronze bell from Nishishiga Remains

KUROSAWA Hiroshi

This paper reports on the clay imitation of bronze bell found at Nishishiga remains, Nagoya, Aichi
Prefecture, collected in the Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology. This item, which had first
been reported by Mr. Tomio Yoshida in Kokogaku (Archaeology), vol. 8, in 1937, was dealt with as a
missing object for a while. We now produce a new scale drawing after an interval of more than
seventy years.

Clay imitation of bronze bell, one of products made in Yayoi period, is generally thought to have
been placed at the lower level of agricultural worship, the top of which was dotaku (bronze bell)
worship. The author, however, suggests that the relationship between bronze bell and its clay
imitation should be understood from another point of view, that is, the way of recognition at the
occasion of imitating bronze bell. In order to consider the point, we had an experiment of making clay
imitation by students, so that we found two elements concerning the characteristics of bronze- bell
form: the element easy to slip out of memory and the opposite. This may be a clue to the way of

recognition about bronze bell among the people in Yayoi period.
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Dugout-canoe in the Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology

KUROSAWA Hiroshi
NYOHOJI Keita

This paper reports on the dugout-canoe collected in the Nanzan University Museum of
Anthropology. The origin of this item is now uncertain, even though The History of Chiba Prefecture:
Sources (Archaeology 4) refers to the item as having been found at Kemigawa. There is, however, no
firm evidence on its finding at Kemigawa at this point. Rather, it seems possible that the canoe was
found at Kano, Aso-mura (Aso Village) Inba District, Chiba. This means that further research is

required on this item.
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Museum workshop for ’consciousness’

TAKEO Misato
NISHIKAWA Yukari

In the latest volume of the Annual Bulletin (Vol. 30, 2012), we reported that we had some chances
to hear from various users in order to renew the Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology.
Among those attendants, teachers of social studies at a school of Nanzan School Cooperation, required
us to give lectures for school students. At the request of those teachers, the staff of the museum had
a hands-on workshop at Nanzan Girls’ junior & senior high school in October and December, 2012.

This paper reports the preparation of workshop, its circumstance, and a questionnaire from
students after the event, with some reflection by the staff themselves.

It is essential that careful preparation is needed to promote attendants’ ’consciousness’.
Refraining from one-way instruction, we need to make a new programme which may induce

attendants’ active observation.
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Museum: a place for looking at something solid?

TEZUKA Tomoko

In this paper we introduce new collection items in the Nanzan University Museum of
Anthropology, that is, motor drive mechanical calculator( fully-automatic), spark printer, pocket
calculator and slide rule, donated in 2010 and 2012, with reference to the history of calculator. We

also consider the significance of dealing with materials from Showa period in our museum.
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A perspective on the use of database

YOSHITOME Masaki

Due to the wide use of internet, a lot of museums have recently exhibited their own collection
items on website. The importance of this type of exhibition would be now in progress. The Nanzan
University Museum of Anthropology has also tried to make a database of items at the opportunity of
Open-Research. This attempt, however, is en route, and we hope to accomplish the device in near
future. This paper reports the present status of database-making in the museum.

To make a database, both photos and Excel-data are required. In this paper, we first oversee the
amount of available photos and their contents. Then data-items for the database connected with
photos are examined. At this time we established an index for working on construction of the
database, examined and extracted the items of data for the index. After that we made an integral
format for archaeological, ethnological and domestic items basing on the data-items, then suggested
some problems for each issue, and proposed how to solve those problems.

There remain many problems, and further examination is required on the use of database and the
extraction of data-items. However, the contribution to academic fields and further improvement of
museum function are expected by solving such problems and the exhibition of database. We also
examined some issues in both working- and curatorial level from a practical point of view; some
changes would take place after the introduction of database. Finally, we propose a prospect on the

database exhibition of collection items in our museum in future.
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