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The “1st general election of Oshidoki! Friends”:
an event at Ichinomiya City Museum

TAKI Haruka

To enhance recognition of the original characters “Doki-Doki Friends” (anthropomorphized
figures of pottery collection [‘doki’ means pottery in Japanese, with ‘doki doki’ revealing exciting
feelings]), and to make opportunities for visitors to become interested in archaeological sites and
potteries, Ichinomiya City Museum carried out an event “the 1st general election of Oshidoki!
Friends” during school summer holidays (July 19-August 31, 2025) [‘oshi’ means faves in
Japanese]. Combined with Web and on-site elections at the museum, which mimicked election
posters and voting stations, the total number of votes reached 852 (779 on-site, 89 Web), indicating
that around 20% of visitors participated in the election. The top winner was Jonny (Jomon pottery),
but the election was very close, with only 30 votes separating the top and fifth winners. The event
received widespread local recognition because it coincided with the House of Councillors election;
local journalists were very interested in the event itself, and newspapers, radio stations, and NHK
featured the issue. Some points needed improvement; the shortage of posters meant there was
insufficient opportunity to introduce the characters’ appeal. Improvement of information display,
clarification of voting rules, and promotion of participation in Web elections are also required.
Generally, while the event, in terms of the concept “making the characters become familiar and
loved”, achieved some success, it would be essential to make people interested in pottery and
archaeological sites in the future. It is expected that, using the results of the election for public

relations and merchandise, the event would be carried out as a regular project during the summer.
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“Find your favorite”: towards “verbal” studies weaved
by “touching” & “dialogue”

SUZUKI Koji

Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology professes to be “a universal museum” and “for
everybody’s curiosity”, collecting and exhibiting archaeological and folklore collections, positively
encouraging visitors to touch all the items in the exhibition room.

We previously carried out a questionnaire “What’s your favorite?”. 792 answers were collected
(about 7% of the visitors), among them the most popular items were: Jomon potteries (93 faves),
Mask for fire dance (69), Grade Figures (50), Mask of Rangda (48), Drum (39), Slit Gong (37),
Thumb Piano (36), Abstract Statue (human statue: Makonde statue) (32), Story Boad (24), and
Yayoi potteries (22). We presume the positive reasons for the choice would be (1) found in school
textbooks, (2) real materials (not replicas), (3) easy to compare, (4) showing a human face,
or having some expressions, (5) sound making (can be played and audible), and (6) narrative
characteristics. The background to less popular answers would be (7) items’ less impressive
characteristics, (8) not appealing because of less accessible location, and so on.

Moreover, we inferred from the reactions of visitors that “finding favorite” itself can provoke
further movements. For instance, preschool children enjoying the exhibition showed active
reactions, such as expressing their feelings when they touched museum items. Some children
who were asked about their favorites tried to express their feelings positively, by approaching their
favorable items, to family members or museum staff. Such situations are equivalent to the verbal/
expressive development-stimulating action in the field of early childhood care and education;
enhancing “trying to express his/her own feelings by word” or “recognizing his/her “favorite” and
then verbalize/express”. Such situations are also related to the criterion of museum education,
namely “positive/proactive learning by oneself”, implying that museums and their collections can
serve as educational tools for children in their everyday lives.

Activities stemming from “finding the favorite” would be significant and effective for both

museum and early childhood care and education.
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